To  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  making  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1913  the  exact 
instructions  issued  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  been  followed. 

A. — Nature  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District- 

See  last  year’s  Report. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  26.81  inches,  more  than 
1 inch  below  the  average. 

B. — Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

a.  Water  Supply. 

This  is  for  the  most  part  supplied  by  wells  and  springs. 
There  is  a water  supply  at  Foxham  under  the  control 
of  your  Board,  and  in  1913  two  extra  houses  have  been 
supplied  from  this  source.  There  is  a semi-private  supply 
(also  under  your  control)  for  the  village  of  East  Tytherton, 
and  a private  supply  for  the  village  of  Hilmarton.  The 
District  as  a whole  is  amply  supplied  with  good  water. 
The  water  from  three  wells  has  been  anatysed,  and  in  two 
cases  the  water  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  Sewage 
or  other  animal  matter,  and  both  these  wffils  have  been 
permanently  closed.  Fresh  sources  of  supply  are  being 
obtained  at  both  these  places.  In  the  other  case  the  water 
of  a well  unused  for  domestic  and  drinking  purposes  was 
found  to  be  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  is  again  in  use. 
b Rivers  and  Streams. 

Three  cases  of  pollution  of  Streams  with  sewage  have 
been  found.  Two  have  been  remedied.  In  the  case  of 
Quemerford  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  pollu- 
tion of  the  Marden  is  still  under  consideration. 
c.  Drainage  and  Sewage. 

There  are  no  public  drains  or  sewers. 
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d.  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  privies  are  mainly  of  the  pail  closet  type.  There 
are  no  available  statistics  as  to  the  number  of  W.C’s  in  the 
District. 

e.  Scavenging. 

No  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  The 
privies,  &c.,  are  cleansed  by  the  Occupiers  who  dispose  of 
the  sewage. 

/.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  done  the  following  work — 
Inquired  into  77  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 
Disinfected  7 houses  after  Infectious  Disease. 
Made  48  informal  notices  for  the  removal  of 
accumulations  of  offensive  refuse. 

Inspected  89  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  under  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds’  Order. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has,  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  made  inspections  at  the  Council’s  request  at 
Compton  Bassett,  Quemerford  and  East  Tytherton.  He, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  visits  the  homes  in  which 
Infectious  cases  occur,  and  also  inspects  the  village  schools 
in  connection  with  any  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease. 

g.  Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  con- 
trolled by  Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

There  is  one  offensive  trade,  no  nuisance  has  arisen  or 
complaint  been  made. 

There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  in  the  District. 

Schools. 

The  following  Schools  have  been  closed  for  Infectious 
Disease : — 

East  Tytherton  for  Measles. 

Foxham  „ 

Hilmarton  ,, 

Cherhill  ,, 

Calstone  „ 
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Food. 

a.  Milk  Supply. 

The  several  Dairies  which  send  milk  into  Caine  for 
sale  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.  The 
milk  produced  at  the  farms  of  the  District  is  sent  either  to 
local  Milk  Factories  or  to  London.  All  the  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  are  inspected.  They  are  kept  clean  and  tidy. 

b.  Other  Foods 

There  are  no  Slaughter  Houses.  The  Nine  Bake- 
houses are  kept  clean,  only  one  informal  notice  has  been 
required  this  year  for  whitewashing. 

c.  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

No  action  has  been  required. 


Housing. 

In  accordance  with  Art.  XIX  (14)  (k)  of  the  Local 
Government  Board’s  General  Orders  of  18th  September, 
1910,  and  Art.  Y.  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
the  following  work  has  been  done  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1913: — 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and 
for  the  purposes  of  Sect.  17  of  the 
Act  of  1909  ...  ...  168 

„ „ dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection 

were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

„ „ representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a view  of  making 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  2 

„ ,,  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  1 

„ „ dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which 

were  remedied  without  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  43 

,,  ,,  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  were  put  in  a fit 
state  for  human  habitation  ...  0 
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The  dwelling  house  for  which  the  Local  Authority  did 
not  make  a Closing  Order,  after  representation  was  made, 
has  been  repaired,  (the  defect  being  an  unsafe  bedroom 
floor.) 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  on  inspec- 
tion may  be  thus  classified  : — 

a.  EXTERNAL — faulty  roofs  ; damp  walls  and  founda- 
tions, due  to  defective  spouting  and  drainage ; faulty 
sanitary  arrangements. 

b.  INTERNAL — windows  which  cannot  be  opened  ; 
no  ceilings  or  faulty  ones  ; faulty  stairs  ; dirty  walls. 

The  defects  which  have  been  found  by  your  Inspector 
and  for  which  he  issued  informal  notices  have  been  re- 
paired quickly  and  in  a proper  manner,  and  as  a consequence 
the  cottages  are  greatly  improved  as  dwelling  places. 

Four  houses  have  been  demolished  and  replaced  by 
new  and  excellent  cottages.  Eight  new  cottages  and  one 
new  residence  have  been  erected  during  1918.  The  farm 
and  village  cottages  in  the  District  are  quite  adequate. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  dealt  with  in- 
formally and  remedied. 

There  are  no  Byelaws  in  force  for  the  supervision  of 
the  construction  of  new  houses,  except  in  the  case  of 
Quemerford.  No  new  house  is,  however,  allowed  to  be 
built  without  an  adequate  water  supply  is  easily  obtainable. 

Workshops,  Workplaces,  &c. 

These  are  1 Steam  Flour  Mill. 

1 Steam  Saw  Mill. 

7 Flour  Mills. 

8 Carpenters’  Premises, 

8 Blacksmiths’  Shops. 

9 Bakehouses. 

6 Wheelwrights. 

There  is  no  home  or  outwork  done  in  the  District. 
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Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

a.  The  Officers  are  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  an  Assistant  Inspector  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  instructions  required  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

b.  The  Caine  District  Isolation  Hospital  is  available 
for  the  reception  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  cases.  This  Hospital  has  a Medical  Superin- 
tendent, a Caretaker,  and  a Matron.  Nurses  are  obtained 
when  necessary. 

c Adoptive  Acts.  None  are  in  force  in  the  District,  but 
regulations  under  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies’  Orders  are 
enforced. 

d.  The  Local  Authority  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
examinations  of  swabs  from  Diphtheria  cases  and  also  for 
analysis  of  drinking  water.  12  Bacteriological  examina- 
tions of  swabs  have  been  required.  8 Analysts’  reports  on 
well  water. 


P.— Prevalence  of  & Control  over  Acute  Infectious 

Disease, 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Five  cases  at  Studley,  no  cause  was  discovered  for 
this  small  outbreak.  Two  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  three  cases  were  isolated  at  home.  No 
further  case  occurred. 

Diphtheria. 

Two  cases  in  one  house  were  notified.  On  investiga- 
tion it  was  found  that  one  of  the  family  had  been  away 
from  home  in  a district  where  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
Diphtheria,  and  when  away  she  had  a slight  sore  throat 
which  did  not  make  her  ill.  On  her  return  home  she 
slept  with  the  two  cases  notified.  A swab  of  her  throat 
was  taken  which  gave  a positive  Diphtheria  result.  Two 
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more  cases  were  notified  from  the  same  house.  All  five 
cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  rest 
of  the  family  isolated.  No  further  case  occurred. 

Measles. 

There  has  been  a wide-spread  epidemic  in  all  parts  of 
the  District,  for  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  advise  the 
closing  of  5 Schools. 

The  Head  Teachers  of  the  Village  Schools  promptly 
notify  t he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  all  cases  of  absence 
from  School  due  to  infection  or  contagious  disease. 

E.— Prevalence  and  Control  of  Tuberculosis. 

a.  Visits  to  all  notified  cases  are  paid  as  soon  as 
possible.  Steps  are  taken  to  isolate  infected  persons  as  far 
as  possible  by  day  as  well  as  by  night,  and  advice  given  as 
to  the  disposal  of  sputum,  &c. 

b No  subsequent  visits  are  paid  unless  asked  for. 

c.  Whenever  possible  steps  are  taken  to  discover  any 
possible  contact  cases. 

d.  In  all  cases  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer  is  obtained,  and  every  case  is  notified 
in  addition  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

e.  In  case  of  death  the  rooms  used  by  the  patient  are 
thoroughly  cleansed  : the  paper  is  removed  and  burnt ; the 
room  is  whitewashed  and  then  subjected  to  formation  dis- 
infection. The  infected  clothing  and  bedding  is  destroyed 
if  possible. 


Name  of  District — CALNE  RURAL. 
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Isolation  Hospital , or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  dc. — Caine  District  Isolation  Hospital. 


Table  III.— Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913.  Name  of  District — CALNE  RURAL. 
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Table  IV.  Name  of  District — CALNE  RURAL. 

Infant  Mortality  .--Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1 Year  of  Age. 


Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

»H  rH  Cq  rH  rH 

00 

•stfttroin  zi  ^ 
jopun  sq^uom  6 

1 

1 

| rH  rH 

•sq^uoui  6 
jopun  stftuoin  9 

1 

rH 

1 

r 

•sq^uoui  9 
aopuniy  sqtpiouig  1 

1 

1 r""* 

1 

•signora  g 
jopnn  2p  s5iooa4l  f 

1 

1 

1 

*S5f99AY  f 

jopnn  in^ox 

1 

! <M  <M  rH 

1 

1 10 

*S5f09Ai  f-2 

•S5l99Ai  g-S 

1 

1 1 

1 7 

1 

•S3p9Ai  Z'l 

'5(99M.  X Jt9pU£l 

1 

(N  pH  rH 

GO 

P 


00 


o 


I" legitimate  84  (legitimate  infants 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  { Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 

(illegitimate  2 illegitimate  inf  ants 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings 
of  Tables  I,  II,  III.  and  IV.,  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  notes  on  the  Tables. 


RALPH  S.  FERGUSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Feb.  25th,  1914. 


